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Welcome to May's edition of the East Riding Archive's newsletter. At this difficult time we
wanted to keep you in touch with what The Archives are doing. Read on to find out what
our staff are doing and what treasures you can find in Archives when we return!
As you will be aware, the situation with Covid-19 is constantly changing. In line with
Government advice, the East Riding Archives are closed to visitors.
Our archives catalogue and information about our collections are still available to everyone
on our website www.eastridingarchives.co.uk. We are also be using our social media
platforms to continue to share inspiring content from 850 years of East Riding historysearch @ERidingLMA on Facebook and Twitter.
Thank you all for your patience and understanding at this difficult time. Please keep an eye
on our website and social media for updates.

Archives at Home
Whilst our searchroom is closed the Archives Team are busy working from home. As our
documents are safely tucked away in our environmentally-controlled repositories back at
the Treasure House, this means it is safe to have a much-needed cup of tea or coffee in
hand (it is good practice to not have food or drink near the documents!). Our thanks go to
our Conservator, Kat, who has been checking up on the repositories and ensuring that the
collections are safe whilst we are away from the building.
Across the past few weeks we have been preparing content to share on social media,
improving record descriptions and publishing new entries onto our online catalogue. The
‘Provisional Land Valuation Forms’ record series for Beverley Borough and Beverley Rural
District are currently being added to the catalogue with the references NV2/1 and NV2/2.
Here is a selection of our working-from-home photos with views of our workstations and
our beautiful local surroundings! As you can see, some of us even have furry helpersJane’s trainee is enjoying proofreading our building plans collection on the computer, whilst
Hannah’s assistant prefers to only work at dusk and dawn.
We look forward to seeing our researchers, regular and new, when we all return!

Happy Quizzzing!
With many of us being on lockdown and socially distancing from our friends and
family, the online quiz has become a popular means of entertainment. Here are some
questions to keep your mind active taken from the Hooke and Goole charity records.
Hook and Goole Charity was set up from the Feoffee and Poor Lands for the benefit
of the township of Goole and the chapelry of Hook. The Charity was regulated in
1881, constituted by order in 1903 that it would be called the Hook and Goole
Educational Foundation and the present scheme was approved in 1981. In the early
20th century it became a charitable institution to give financial assistance to students
living in the area who wished to study either two or three year courses. Today it still
functions as a charity providing educational scholarships.
This question paper is a scholarship examination paper from 1922.

Sorry there is no answer paper!
Reference DDX2009/1/5/5/5

Introducing The Archives Blog
In these times of lockdown it’s important now, more than ever, that we bring you
online content based on our amazing documentary heritage collections while we
await the day when we can welcome you back into our home at the Treasure House
in Beverley, East Yorkshire.
We’re all trying to make our way through these unprecedented times and adjust to
our new ‘normal’. At East Riding Archives, part of this has involved the set-up of a
new Archives Blog to give you all the opportunity to continue interacting with us and
the varied information contained within our collections, through learning and
recreation.
You could perhaps read all about the maths exercise book that was hidden inside a
staircase for 200 years, or why not tease your brain with an ‘old handwriting’
wordsearch and see if you’ve got what it takes to become a palaeography master!
When you’ve finished all that, you should get practical, and have a go at baking ‘Mrs
Wilson’s Gingerbread’ from 1907. Send us your photos/videos, we’d love to see
them and create an online gallery of everyone’s efforts (just a shame we won’t be
able to taste it!).
Get online and follow us* for Stories, Recipes, 18th Century Maths, Wordsearches
with a twist, and look out for new content as things develop.

www.eastridingarchives.blog
To follow us, click/tap on the ‘Follow Archives Blog’ link at the bottom of the blog
pages, or re-submit your email address to archives.service@eastriding.gov.uk and
we’ll send you an invite!

75th Anniversary of VE Day- Friday 8 May 2020
The 75th anniversary of Victory in Europe Day (VE Day) gives us an opportunity to
commemorate and reflect on the enormous sacrifices that were made both home
and abroad during the Second World War, and to celebrate peace.
On the 7 May 1945, the war in Europe ended as Germany formally surrendered. The

news was broadcast that evening when the BBC announced that PM Winston
Churchill had designated the next day, the 8 May ‘Victory in Europe Day’, as a public
holiday.
After years of blackouts, bombing raids, food rations and danger, the people of
Britain began celebrating as soon as they heard the news. Whole communities
marked the victorious event with street parties, bunting, bonfires, singing and
dancing.
It is important to remember that not all celebrated VE day and there was an air of
anti-climax. Many people were in mourning, or had relatives still serving overseas in
the Allied forces, or held as prisoners of war. Some servicemen were still in the Far
East and the Pacific, and the war against Japan did not end until three months later,
in August 1945, when Japan surrendered. Wartime life had very much taken its toll,
and the social and economic impact of the war was long-lasting.

Extracts from the [Hull] Daily Mail, Tuesday 8 May 1945
“Hull Celebrates VE-Day. Preparations for big night of rejoicing. Hull, one of Britain’s
hardest hit cities of the war, celebrated the end of European hostilities to-day in a
quiet and restrained manner but with a profound feeling of thankfulness”
“…joyous scenes at Hornsea last evening when a crowd of about 600 people,
military and civilian, gathered in the Market-place about 11pm singing and dancing”
“Flags are flying in all parts of Hedon, and many children’s parties have been
arranged for the various streets”
The Imperial War Museum has a comprehensive collection of information and
images on VE day, have a look on their website: www.iwm.org.uk/history/10-photosof-ve-day-celebrations
Reference PE165/236, Order of service for 'Thanksgiving for Victory', St Mary’s
Church, Scarborough, 1945.

‘Virtually’ Business As Usual For Digital Archives
As with so many other public services, we are in a state of indefinite lockdown, which
means we’re unable to physically access the collections in our repository. You’d be
forgiven for thinking this means our access and preservation management comes to
a full and grinding halt, but not all of our archives are in a physical format.
My job in managing the Digital Archive and developing & maintaining access to our

online channels has fortunately been able to go ‘virtually’ uninterrupted.
From my new work-from-home base somewhere in East Yorkshire, I’ve continued
work on various projects and day-to-day duties to safeguard our digital holdings and
develop content for our websites. I’m also ably assisted (remotely) by my trainee,
from the The National Archives ‘Bridging The Digital Gap’, who is busy profiling and
analysing digital file formats as we speak.
Of course, it would be wrong to claim no disruption at all. The loss of crucial face-toface contact with colleagues and the ability to curate and digitize originals has a
significant impact. There is also the challenge of maintaining quality in the learning
experience for my trainee, which inevitably is difficult as we all adjust to working from
different locations.
We are hampered, but certainly not prevented from continuing our work, and it is at
times like these when online access to our content becomes vital for continuing our
service.
Visit our ‘Archives Online’ page where you’ll find many of our web-based access
channels, which has been bolstered by the fact that members of East Riding
Libraries can now benefit from the Library subscription to use Ancestry & Findmypast
from home www.eastridingarchives.co.uk/archives-online
Also, don’t forget the East Riding Photos online prints service, which lets you share
local heritage stories about these images www.picturearchives.org/eastridingphotos
Stay Safe
Sam Bartle
(Digital Archivist)

Helping Frontline Health Workers
A particularly interesting volume held by the Archives Service is the Beverley
Women’s Voluntary Service Hospital Helps scrapbook for 1940-1945.This was
compiled by Miss Madge Whiteing, a member of the Beverley WVS. The scrapbook
includes notes, reports, photographs, newscuttings and hand drawn sketches.
The Beverley Hospital Helps were formed in September 1940 and consisted of girls
who were too young to be members of the Women's Voluntary Service.Initially
fourteen girls helped out at Beverley Base Hospital in the evenings although this
number was increased at the request of the Hospital Matron. All of the girls also
worked during the day in shops, offices or in munitions.
The uniform worn by the Hospital Helps is shown in the sketch here.They wore a
jade green overall with a cherry coloured armlet and had a green rubber apron for
any dirty work.The girls helped the nurses and orderlies in the evenings with the
suppers, washing up, the black-out or mending linen.
Reference DDX294/1

Reference DDX294/1
The Hospital Helps also took part in local parades, organised dances to raise money,
made toys and knitted garments for the Forces. A film about their work was
produced by Ernest Symmons, a local film maker and proprietor of the Beverley
Picture Playhouse. This film was shown to the Princess Royal during her visit to
Beverley in June 1944 when the girls formed a guard of honour outside the Picture
Playhouse.

Hidden Ciphers in 1941
One way to entertain your children and possibly your mind is to make up some coded
messages. During the World War Two code making and solving were an important part of
the war effort. It was not just the armed forces who sent out hidden messages as an
investigation by Hull police in 1941 into a coded telegram from the skipper R Davy of the
trawler Euclase to his wife in Hessle reveals
The message read

NEAAB MMAKL YGGNK
Below is part of the cipher the skipper of the ship and his wife used. Can you decode their
message. The answer can be found somewhere in this newsletter!
ABK Aberdeen
LYC When are you coming home
ABR Bridlington
LYK Come home at once
ABP Flamborough
LYL Everything OK
ABN Grimsby
LYO Merry xmas

ABM Pentland Firth
LYA Monday
LYB Tuesday
LYC Wednesday
LYD Thursday
LYE Friday
LYF Saturday
LYG Sunday

MAD Arrive
MAF Arriving morning tide
MAG Arriving night tide
MAI as quick as you can
NEA Have put into
NED engine trouble
NET Bad weather
NEX yesterday

GNA How are you
GNB are you alright
Reference POL/3/3/8/57

East Riding Covid-19 Archive
We are living in extraordinary times as the Covid-19 pandemic has changed how we
interact with people and the world around us. Our lives have changed completely
over the past few weeks and we are asking for your help in creating a permanent
record of this for future generations.
The Archives Service holds records covering many centuries of East Riding history.
We would like your help collecting items to build a Covid-19 Archive to show how
everyday life has been affected. These could be community information such as
leaflets, posters and handouts. We would also be pleased to receive diaries or
journals, poetry or works of prose and photographs or recordings. The records can
be in a written, printed or digital format. We would like to hear from all members of
our local community to create a full picture of how people are now living and working.
We are currently following Government health guidelines and the Archives Service in
the Treasure House in Beverley is closed to visitors.We ask that you keep any items
safely until we reopen and staff are available to take receipt of these. Please contact
us if you have any queries at archives.service@eastriding.gov.uk

British Red Cross (Hull and East Riding Division)
The British Red Cross can trace its early foundations to 1870, seven years after the Red
Cross Movement was first founded by Swiss businessman Henry Dunant. As an
organisation originally created to give impartial help to alleviate suffering to soldiers and
civilians in time of war, it has also provided vital support in helping alleviate the suffering
inflicted by natural disasters. Like many other charities it is today playing a vital part in
helping tackle the chaos that the coronavirus is currently inflicting on people.
East Riding Archive holds collections of organisations and charities that have helped the
vulnerable and sick and which particularly record the efforts made by local branches. The
records donated by Miss Ivy Whiting provide a personal insight into her life and
contribution as a member of the British Red Cross (Hull and East Riding Division). She
was a member of the society in 1941 and served as a VAD during the Second World War.

She was appointed as quartermaster in 1953 and by 1963 she had risen to the rank of
divisional youth officer (Hull Division) and branch officer. She left the Beverley branch in
1967.
This collection is a personal take on the work the charity does and it contains memorabilia
documenting her service to the charity including its history. The accompanying
photographs are from the collection. Although the group photographs are not named it is a
strong possibility that Ivy Whiting is one of these nurses. The other images are from
‘Nancy’ who spent time in Kenya around 1963.
Reference DDX2149

Keep your mind active with family history
Researching your family tree is the perfect activity to pass time whilst staying at
home! Ancestry Library Edition & Find My Past, usually only accessible inside
Libraries or Archives, is now available from home FREE with just an East Riding
library card!

So Many Records So Many Places
The Archives Service holds records for more than fifty local authorities.These can
vary from several hundred boxes of Bridlington Borough Council documents to a few
minute books for Patrington Rural Sanitary Authority.
The East Riding of Yorkshire Council was set up as a unitary authority in 1996.The
Archives Service also received many boxes of documents and volumes after this
from the local authorities it replaced. Work on these was ongoing for a number of
years and the remaining unlisted records were surveyed in 2015. It was found that
more than 700 boxes remained with an assortment of outsize volumes, maps and
odd packages. Cataloging resources were then focused on these records.
Among the first items listed was the Withernsea Local Food Control Committee
minute book for 1917-1920.They were responsible for managing the supply and
prices of foods that were subject to food control orders. The minutes include
potatoes, meat, sugar, milk, butter and tea.This page shows the decision in June
1919 to increase the sugar allowed for making ice cream, a popular food at the

seaside in summer.
Reference UDWI/1/4/3/1

Additional records in the Hessle Urban District collection were also listed including
an administrative file for Hessle Fire Brigade 1899-1931 . This contained the
Meritorious and Good Conduct Scheme which began in 1913 as shown here. Red
stripes were awarded for special deeds, good conduct and long service. An increase
in the number of stripes also meant an increase in the annual retaining fee paid to
the fireman.
Reference UDHE/3/36

Many modern council collections
contain records of their predecessor
councils or other local authorities as
they often take over the same
functions. Several Cottingham parish
records were found in the unlisted
Cottingham Urban District boxes such
as the vestry clerk's minute books
1860-1900 . These include details
about local matters such as the election
of overseers of the poor and local
rates. The page shown here relates to
a meeting in June 1867 about erecting
a new church clock at an expected cost
of £240.
Reference UDCO/12/3-4

The unlisted local authority records
also contained boxes of documents,
volumes and outsize items for many of
the rural district councils such as
Beverley, Bridlington, Driffield, Howden,
Isle of Axholme and Pocklington.
Planning documents in the Howden
Rural District Council boxes included
an application to build a piggery at
Newport for Mr Waudby in 1951 . This
was accompanied by a plan which
shows it was to be constructed of
concrete blocks with an asbestos roof.
Reference RDHW/6/6/13
The records that have been found in the unlisted local authority boxes are generally
interesting and can be surprising. Many of the original 700 boxes have now been listed
and are available in the Archives Online Catalogue. Work remains to be done on the
largest uncatalogued group of boxes which relate to Bridlington Borough Council. This
means that there are about 120 boxes left to list and who knows what interesting items
these may reveal.

Were you able to decipher the coded telegram?

The code is made of three letters and had been made up by Reuben Davey based
on codes developed by the trawler skipper before the Second World war.
The telegram read
MEA = Have put into
ABM = Pentland Firth
MAK = Due to arrive
LYG = Sunday
GNK = Love Reuben

And finally!
Even when we are working from home, we are always learning something new in archivestoday I have been learning about acres, roods and perches whilst working on the
Provisional Valuation Forms for 1910-1915
Reference NV2
An acre is a measurement that we are still familiar with today but roods and perches less
so.
1 acre = 4 roods
1 rood=40 perches
Another interesting fact – in the 12th century King Henry 1 of England fixed the yard as the
distance from his nose to the thumb of his outstretched arm. Today it is 36 inches. Of
course I had to measure the distance between my nose to my thumb, which was 32
inches! Go on, you know you want to!
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