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Welcome to the February issue of the newsletter from East Riding Archives.

Discover more about the East Riding's link to Edith Cavell, how you can preserve your
documents from light and what information can be found in the parish magazines. Read
about Laurel and Hardy's visit to Beverley and the successful digital workshop where
participants were able to bring technical drawings to life.

Candlemas
Candlemas is celebrated on 2 February, an ancient festival that marks the midpoint
of winter. In Christian times it became the festival of lights and all the candles to be
used in the coming year in the Church were blessed on this day. Folklore states if the
weather is fine on Candlemas Day, there is more wintry weather to come, however if
the weather is poor it means the worst of the winter weather is over.
To celebrate Candlemas here are 3 snippets from the Archives about lighting:
In January 1750 Thomas Skelton, son of Dorothy Skelton of North Cave, widow, was
apprenticed to James Graves of Beverley, tallow chandler - from Apprenticeship
Indentures Register reference BC/IV/7/1
In July1820 Frances Belton of Ganstead, single woman, was sentenced to 3 months
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in the House of Correction for stealing amongst other things 4 mould candles and 2
pound weight of common candles – from the Quarter Sessions reference
QSF/448/B/10
On 3 May 1824 the Beverley Corporation consented to light the town with gas
instead of oil -from Beverley Corporation Minutes reference BC/II/7/9
For much more information on various topics try our catalogue at
www.eastriding.gov.uk/CalmView

Did you know that….
In 1953 the comic duo Laurel and Hardy came to Beverley as part of their tour
of Britain. At precisely 12 noon on 11 December 1953 they opened the new
Paragon Jeweller's shop in Toll Gavel. This photograph shows them cutting the
ribbon. A newspaper article in the Beverley Guardian a week later headlined
with ‘Comedians brought their comedy to Beverley’.
reference DDX/2180/1/546
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Bringing maritime to ‘digital’ life
As part of the Trawling Through Time project, ‘Archives in 3D: Maritime’ (24
November 2018) was a one day workshop where participants could learn how
to transform technical drawings from our collections into digital 3D models.
Digital modelling involves manipulating objects, such as a simple cube, on a
computer screen to create a three-dimensional model. The possibilities are
endless- think of the historical reconstructions seen in documentaries or
videogames!
As a warm-up task, we used a technical drawing of the Low Spurn Lighthouse
(reference DDX1332/1/1) to model a visualisation of the lighthouse. After
mastering the basics, we then delved into the intricate shipbuilding plan of the
renowned Arctic Corsair from our Cook, Welton and Gemmell collection
(reference DDCO/5/1/958/1).
To find out more, read our post on the Trawling Through Time project blog:
https://trawlingthroughtime.org/2019/01/16/archives-in-3d-maritime/
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Not on your high street
The news says the high street shopping is dead, but records in the East Riding
Archives show that shops and services have always been evolving.
Recently catalogued photographs from the late 1980s show the changes on
Beverley’s main shopping streets. Big chains such as Woolworths have
disappeared, along with local shops, such as an empty Pottage Brothers, Fred
Ringrose’s, and many more (reference DDX2257)
Changes from recent decades can be seen on our series of Goad retail plans
showing the physical layout of retail centres. Each plan gives a bird's eye view of the
main retail centre and includes the names of the shops along each road. There are
plans for Beverley from 1971 and Driffield from 1973, and 21st century plans for
Cottingham, Hessle, Hornsea, Howden, Pocklington and Withernsea. (reference
GO)
Further back in time directories, censuses, postcards and photographs show the
pace of change. There are records for bygone businesses including Browns of
Beverley, tailors (reference DDBB) and J R Clark, Beverley, ironmonger (reference
DDX2254)
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Advice from the Conservator
Preserving Documents from Light Damage
When we think of light damage to documents we probably first think of how light
fades inks and pigments. However, exposure to light also causes permanent
physical photochemical changes to the structure of paper, causing it to become
brittle, discoloured and weakened. These damaging effects are permanent and
cumulative.
The most common source of UV light is the sun but some fluorescent and
halogen lamps also emit a considerable proportion of UV. Flash photography is
usually not considered a great risk to displayed items; although most
institutions discourage it because it can be a nuisance to other visitors.
The amount of damage caused to a document by light depends on two factors:
the amount of light and the duration of the exposure. When deciding if an item
is suitable for display we look at the amount of light in the display environment
(determined by electronic monitoring equipment), mitigating factors such as
display cases with UV filtering glass and how long the item will be on display
for. Some items are so light sensitive, they can never be displayed and we will
display a facsimile copy instead. Others can be displayed but only for a limited
amount of time – usually no more than 3 months for typical archival
documents.
It can be difficult to know precisely how light-sensitive a particular document is,
although we do know generally which materials are highly sensitive to light,
moderately sensitive and insensitive. Photographs are some of the most lightsensitive items in an archive collection and it is our policy not to display them,
as reproductions can be produced so easily. Watercolours, early 20th century
dyes or inks and anything on fragile, deteriorating paper can be assumed to be
highly sensitive.
To protect your own documents from light the best option is, of course, to keep
them in the dark! However you can help preserve documents you want to
display by investing in a frame with UV-filtering acrylic or glass, or simply
considering the location where you display an item – away from direct light, with
curtains or blinds drawn and electric lights off when the room isn’t occupied.
Alternatively, preserve your originals by displaying a good quality copy.
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Florence Mary Scott Cavell
Florence Mary Scott Cavell was matron of Withernsea Convalescent Home for
over 23 years. She died 2 June 1950 and is buried in Withernsea churchyard.
She hit the headlines in 1915 as she was the sister of Edith Cavell.
Edith Cavell was a nurse during the First World War who helped over 200 men
to safety by smuggling them from Belgium to Holland. She was captured and
sent to trial and was sentenced to death by firing squad. On 12 October 1915
she was executed despite huge international outrage. Her death was widely
condoned.
An article in the Hull Daily Mail of 23 October 1915 carried the headline
Nurse Cavell’s Sister Matron at Withernsea Convalescent Home.
A message to the British Men
‘Tell the young men who have not responded that now is their time. Surely my
sister’s sad end will move them to heed the call. If only they will roll up. I know
my sister will not have died in vain. And something tells me they will roll up.’
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As part of the World War one Lives project our volunteers have researched several nurses.
This is one of them.

Emily Vaughn Forrest
Emily was born in Lewisham, Kent in 1882, the eldest of three daughters born
to Thomas Vaughn Forrest and Emily Ann nee Norman. Her father was a
Mercantile Marines Captain and then appointed Examiner of Masters and
Mates at the Mercantile Marine Office in Hull before becoming Superintendent
in 1902. The family moved to Beverley where the 1901 Census finds them at 2
Westfield Villas, next door to Octagon House in Norfolk Street and after
Thomas died in 1909, his widow and middle daughter, Ethel moved to London.
Emily was educated at the Royal Naval School at Twickenham and completed
her nursing training at Poplar Hospital, adjacent to the East India Docks.
In 1908 at age 26 she joined the Queen Alexandra’s Imperial Military Nursing
Service (QAIMNS). This was no mean feat as entrance qualifications were
strict and many applicants rejected.
The 1911 Census shows Emily living in the nurses’ home at the Hermitage,
Fulford, York and no doubt working at the Military Hospital at Fulford.
Less than two months after the declaration of war in June 1914, Emily had
arrived in France. She remained on the Western Front until March 1919 by
which time she had earned the rank of Acting Matron. In the New Year’s
Honours’ List of 1917 she was awarded the Royal Red Cross Award,and this
photograph appeared in the Beverley Guardian on 13 January 1917.
Emily went on to receive the Royal Red Cross Award, 1st class in the New
Year’s Honours’ List of 1919, presented to her by the King at Buckingham
Palace.
We also know Sister in Charge, Miss E V Forrest received glowing praise from
the inspecting officer of No 29 Casualty Clearing Station at Gezaincourt in
August 1918 for a wonderfully managed Unit. The nursing staff were
accommodated in Armstrong Huts with a marquee for a Mess.
After the war Emily remained with QAIMNS for nearly a further 20 years. She
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spent time in Hong Kong and Poona, where she was promoted to Matron, and
then Peshawar and Rawalpindi, where she was promoted to Chief Principal
Matron, and finally Simla before retiring in June 1938.
The 1939 Register records her living on private means at Newton Abbot in
Devon.
Reference WL/6/24

Found in parish magazines
The parish magazines of the early 1900’s often provide us with news items of
the day as well as baptisms, marriages and burials. The parish magazines were
bound with the national magazine of Home Words from Heart and Hearth.
In 1914 the national magazine gave us advice on how to make Sunday clothes
and the March parish magazines contained the following information
The magazine for Thwing
Council school-Miss Alice Bullock and Miss Jessie Vincent have resigned their
posts as assistant teachers having obtained situations in other schools.
The magazine for Lowthorpe and Ruston Parva
A grievous accident occurred at the level crossing at Lowthorpe station on 4
February when Mr W Pickering a young man from Wold Newton employed as a
waggoner at Harpham was cut down by an express train and instantly killed.
Ganton Magazine
Postal arrangements – There will shortly be erected near the station a post
pillar box which will be cleared on weekdays at 5.30pm.
Speeton magazine
Full details of a presentation to the Rev. J F Wilkinson and his wife and
daughter by the parishioners. The vicar was shortly leaving the parish to
become vicar of Ganton.
Reference PM/106
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And finally a rose by any other name....
Well known today, it was an ordinary name in the early 1900s when Harry
Potter was a schoolmaster at Sherburn C of E Primary School
(reference YE/SHE ‘A History of Sherburn CE Primary School’).
Perhaps a link would be Mary Muggles of Humbleton baptised 1778
(reference PE68/4). Still in the J K Rowling vein, Theophilius Coldbreath who
was baptised in Sculcoates All Saints in 1857 (reference PE46/9) could send a
shiver down the spine.
The name of Jane Eyre was not particularly noteworthy when she was
baptised in 1829 (reference PE109/4), nor was Minnie Cooper when she was
baptised at Sculcoates St Silas in 1880 (reference PE55/1) or Alice Womble
in 1827 (reference PE46/7)
Pictures of the person sometimes spring to mind as when Marmaduke
Heavysides married Frances Atkinson in 1755 and the Reverend J E
Christian of Driffield (reference MRD/3/6/4) sounds appropriate.
Our particular favourite was found by one of our volunteers: born in 1873 in
Leeds was one Pollie Esther Smith.

Copyright © 2019 East Riding Archives, All rights reserved.
You are receiving this email because you filled in a form to be added to our mailing list for news from the archives

01/02/2019

Page 12 of 12

Our mailing address is:
East Riding Archives
County Hall
Beverely, East Riding of Yorkshire, HU17 9BA
Add us to your address book
unsubscribe from this list

update subscription preferences

This email was sent to <<Email Address>>
why did I get this? unsubscribe from this list update subscription preferences
East Riding Archives · County Hall · Beverley, East Riding of Yorkshire HU17 9BA · United Kingdom

01/02/2019

